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Thank you for joining us for worship today! We are honored that you are with us. We pray that 

the Word of God you hear will strengthen your faith and increase your love for the Lord! Please 

fill out a “Welcome to Worship” card (found in the hymnal racks) and place it in an offering 

plate, located near the sanctuary doors, as you leave worship. If you are a guest, know that we 

are thankful you have joined us and hope that you will join us again soon.  
 

To prepare for worship, read through the service focus and the Scripture readings. Ponder the 

words of the Psalm of the Day. Spend time in prayer, using the prayers on the inside cover of 

the hymnal or on pages 255-258. For those intending to receive the Lord’s Supper, read through 

the “Christian Questions” on pages 295-296. Consider reading through portions of the Small 

Catechism on pages 286-293. 
 

 

Without the resurrection of Jesus, I would have little hope for the future. That’s how the 

disciples felt after his death. “We hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel” 

(Luke 24:19). Their hope for a better life had died along with Jesus. But Jesus lives, and it makes 

a difference. My hope for the future is restored. I have victory over the feeling of hopelessness, 

because the one who heals me and gives me a better life is himself alive. He lives to restore my 

hope. 
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In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God  

unless they are born of water and the Spirit.  

Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 

 

Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.

But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the   

name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 



 

 
 

 

As baptized children of God, we confess our sins. 

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 

good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry 

for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 

sinner. 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

God saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit and united us to 

the death and resurrection of Jesus. Every day God forgives your sins, removes your guilt, and 

strengthens you to defeat Satan’s power. His promise is for you and your children, and he will 

never forsake you. Your sins are forgiven. You are clothed with Christ. You are at peace with 

God now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

O God, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world from the despair of death. 

By his resurrection to life, grant your faithful people gladness of heart and the hope of eternal 

joys; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 



 

 
14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd:  
32 “God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it. 33 Exalted to the right 

hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out 

what you now see and hear. 34 For David did not ascend to heaven, and yet he said, “‘The Lord 

said to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand 35 until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.”’ 
36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, 

both Lord and Messiah.” 
37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other 

apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 
38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for 

the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for 

you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.” 
40 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves 

from this corrupt generation.” 41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about 

three thousand were added to their number that day. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

I love the LORD, for he / heard my voice; 

    he heard my cry for / mercy. 

Because he turned his / ear to me, 

    I will call on him as long / as I live. 

The LORD is gracious and / righteous; 

    when I was brought low, he / saved me.   Refrain 

  

What shall I return / to the LORD 

    for all his good- / ness to me? 

I will lift up the cup of sal- / vation 

    and call on the name / of the LORD. 

Precious in the sight / of the LORD 

    is the death of his faithful / servants. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

    and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.   Refrain 

Tune: Richard T. Proulx 

Setting: Kermit G. Moldenhauer 

Text: © 1963, 1993  The Grail, GIA Publications, Inc., agent (refrain). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709159 

Tune: © 1975 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709159 

Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709159 

 

 

 
17 Since you call on a Father who judges each person’s work impartially, live out your time 

as foreigners here in reverent fear. 18 For you know that it was not with perishable things such 

as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from 

your ancestors, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. 20 He 

was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake. 
21 Through him you believe in God, who raised him from the dead and glorified him, and so 

your faith and hope are in God. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
13 Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven 

miles from Jerusalem. 14 They were talking with each other about everything that had 

happened. 15 As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up 

and walked along with them; 16 but they were kept from recognizing him. 
17 He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?” 

They stood still, their faces downcast. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you 

the only one visiting Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in 

these days?” 
19 “What things?” he asked. 

“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed 

before God and all the people. 20 The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be 

sentenced to death, and they crucified him; 21 but we had hoped that he was the one who was 

going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place. 22 In 

addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning 23 but didn’t 

find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was 

alive. 24 Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had 

said, but they did not see Jesus.” 
25 He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets have 

spoken! 26 Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” 27 And 

beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the 

Scriptures concerning himself. 
28 As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus continued on as if he 

were going farther. 29 But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the 

day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with them. 
30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to 

give it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared 

from their sight. 32 They asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he 

talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?” 
33 They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those 

with them, assembled together 34 and saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to 

Simon.” 35 Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by 

them when he broke the bread. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Stay with us, Lord. Make our hearts burn within us as you open the Scriptures to us.  

We call on the name of the Lord: Lord, save us! 

  

Sometimes our tears keep us from recognizing you, and we are slow to believe what the 

Scriptures say about you. Open our eyes, that we may see you walking with us, and open our 

mouths to confess your love.   

We call on the name of the Lord: Lord, save us! 

  

Call those who do not know you with your holy gospel, that people near and far may repent 

and be baptized in your name for the forgiveness of their sins.  

We call on the name of the Lord: Lord, save us! 

 

We give our thanks to you for all of your blessings, and we pray that you would bless those who 

plow and plant, so that we may receive our daily bread from your hand.  

We call on the name of the Lord: Lord, save us! 

 

Give boldness and confidence to those who share the warning of your law and the comfort of 

your gospel, that many may be added to the number of your believers.  

We call on the name of the Lord: Lord, save us! 

 

Protect and save those who are brought low by the burdens of life. Lead them to trust in you in 

their afflictions. Deliver them, wipe all tears from their eyes, and keep their feet from 

stumbling.  

We call on the name of the Lord: Lord, save us! 

  

Jesus, our Master, meet us while we walk in the way, yearning to reach the heavenly country, 

so that following your light, we may stay on the path of righteousness, and never wander away 

into the darkness of this world’s night while the light of your Word is shining within us; you 

live and reign, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord God, heavenly Father, you revealed your Son to the two disciples on the way to Emmaus. 

Enlighten our hearts by your Word and by your Holy Spirit, that we may become established in 

the faith, hold fast to your Word, delight in speaking it, and diligently meditate on it. As we 

follow the example of Christ, we must endure much suffering on earth, but grant us sure 

comfort in your Word until, after this life, we shall be raised to eternal life.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 

those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Hans A. Brorson, 1694–1764; tr. Ditlef G. Ristad, 1863–1938, alt. 

Tune: Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, Halle, 1708, ed. Johann A. Freylinghausen 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 


